Indexing Issues for the Blogosphere:
The Case of Nofollow
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Research Question

* What's a blog, what is the blogosphere and where is it?

* To what extent do search engines not only map the

blogosphere but also construct it?



rel="nofollow”

* What is nofollow?
* Why is it important?

- It's visible (unlike other indexing decisions)

- It's an intervention by the software makers and the search

engines and not the blogger.
- It has an impact on the meaning and value of links

- It influences ranking and indexing (different per search

engine)



Case Study: Masters of Media

* Nofollow is one of many decisions indexers make, most
of which we cannot see. But we can measure their sum

effects.

* Google vs. Google Blogsearch vs. Technorati for our

own blog



Method

* Indexing the indexers

- Query link:mastersofmedia.hum.uva.nl in each index

- Scrape search results using different DMI tools

* Compare and visualize results



Cross-device overlap backlinks MoM

Sources: www.google.com; blogsearch.google.com: technorati.com

Query: “link:http://mastersofmedia. hum.uva.nl”
Tool: Analyse/Compare lists

Results: All {unique hosts)

Date: 30/07/07
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