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Research Question

Facebook as a problem: Facebook groups directed at 
Facebook: What moves do they make, what spaced do they go to? 

Reformulated questions:

Focus on the alternative platforms: 

1. How do they resonate on Facebook? 

2. What type of  spaces or environments are they?
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Method

1. Which platforms resonate on Facebook?

Make list of  alternative platforms

Query this list in Facebook

Analyse content of  top group and/or pages for their discourse, based 
on list of  categories (e.g. privacy, decentralisation, surveillance, 
censorship)
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• Query the names of  the platforms in 
Discover text

Canceled because of personalised results despite new Facebook account and because lack 
page description

• Query the names of  platforms in Google 
Scraper, query for member count and 
analyse top groups

the problem
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2. What kind of  environments are they?

Make screenshots of  default settings

Print and Compare

Overview: settings, interoperability, visbility to whom, findability, 
amount of  privacy features, amount of  steps to get to privacy settings, 
location of  privacy settings, documentation/transparancy of  settings.

Alternative platforms
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Number of default settings
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Conclusions
Not much information on privacy on ASP’s

Complex default visibility settings

Privacy not at one place with one explanation (distributed)

ASP based on decentralization are not very inclusive (many technical 
steps, own servers, installation processes, etc.)

Two beta-platforms are very visible on Facebook

It is not just about keeping things “private”: visibility related to the 
issue of  trust in collectives or groups
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Facebook as a problem

Thank you.

Research: Alex Hache, Sanjay Sharma, Lonneke van der Velden

Wiki: http://wiki.digitalmethods.net/Dmi/DmiSummer2011FB(h)asaproblem
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