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Conspiracism in the age of Black Lives Matter and

Vigilant Citizen(s)

Identifying tropes and narratives in Beyoncé-related conspiracy theories

Research Question

What are the recurring tropes, themes, and narratives that contribute to Beyoncé-related conspiracy theories on Reddit,

4chan, and Twitter? How are these ideas expressed differently between the platforms?

Summary and Findings

Our research identifies the harmful tropes and themes
associated with Beyoncé-related conspiracies on Reddit,
4chan, and Twitter. The differences in the content of the
platforms and their level of moderation result in differenc-
es between how these tropes and narratives are framed on
each platform. One of the broader narratives uncovered
by the analysis showcases the extremely conservative and
anti-progressive tendencies that are present in the world
of conspiracy theories. This narrative was pervasive on all
platforms, but its most “extreme” version was observed on
4chan, where hate speech was not censored. Other nar-
ratives which were uncovered point to a shared sense of
marginalization in conspiracy theory communities due to
their discontent with how power is distributed within our
current society. Lastly, as previously established, there are
discernible differences between how each of the tropes and
themes is framed on the different platforms and how the
difference in the form of communication on each of them
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Data Collection and Curation

The data was collected using 4CAT from three platforms: Reddit,
4chan, and Twitter. For all three platforms, we focused on posts con-
taining both “beyoncé” and “illuminati” to gain a better understand-
ing of the broader phenomenon surrounding the Beyoncé-Illuminati
conspiracy theories. Our goal was to understand the interaction
between those words and to classify and analyse the most relevant
tropes and narratives that resulted from said collection. We decided
to focus on these three platforms for our analysis because their dis-
cussion-based models make them particularly suitable for conspir-
acy-related content; additionally, they have varying levels of content
moderation between them, with Twitter quite heavily moderated,
4chan very minimally, and Reddit as a middle ground.

Visualisation and Analysis

To visualize our findings we use bar graphs and word networks,
created with Gephi and RAWGraphs. The word networks represent
the words that most commonly appear next to "Beyoncé" on posts
also mentioning “illuminati” This way, we can observe clusters of
words that are connected to the illuminati conspiracy, which gives
us preliminary insight into common ideas surrounding Beyoncé.
The bar graph represents all three social media platforms that we
have analyzed - 4chan, Reddit and Twitter. The graph showcases the
amount of tropes that we have uncovered when analyzing each of
the posts that we have gathered from the platforms.
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Overall, there is congruence between the most frequent tropes and
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Fig.2 Trigram networks for ‘Beyoncé for all three platforms
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3), showing the commonly used
words in relation to Beyoncé and
HMluminati.



